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For all the pronouncements about the United States and China
reaching a historic climate pact, the agreement they
announced Wednesday does not signal a seismic shift in
policies by either nation, experts said.

The United States and China should both be able to meet the
stated goals by aggressively pursuing policies that are largely
in place, these analysts said. For the United States, those
include the Obama administration’s proposal to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions from coal plants, which would go
into effect in 2017. Experts said that in practice it should be
possible to wring more emissions cuts from that and other
climate-related measures without adding to costs.

“We think that the tools are there to meet this target,” said
David Doniger, director of the climate program at the Natural
Resources Defense Council.

Politics, of course, may get in the way — Republicans in
Congress vowed to fight the power-plant proposal even before
it was introduced in June, and some, including Senator Mitch
McConnell of Kentucky, who will become the majority leader
next year, have already sharply criticized the China pact.

- Graphic | Climate Goals Pledged by
China and the U.S.President Obama
and President Xi Jinping of China
announced a climate change
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